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The Africana and Latin American Studies (ALST) Program is an interdisciplinary program that studies the 
histories and cultures, both material and expressive, of the peoples of Africa, the Caribbean, and Latin 
America, and African Americans in the United States. It draws heavily from several disciplines in the 
humanities (art, language, literature, and music) and the social sciences (anthropology, archaeology, 
economics, geography, history, political science, and sociology), as well as educational studies, philosophy, 
psychology, religion, and writing and rhetoric.  
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On behalf of the Africana and Latin American Studies Program, I would like to welcome President Brian Casey to our 

campus. He has already generated very positive plaudits from our faculty and students, and I hope that under his stew-

ardship, more light will be cast on the work interdisciplinary programs like ours do to promote an intellectually diverse 

curriculum. I would also like to welcome Nancy Ries as University Studies director. She replaces Ken Valente who did an 

outstanding job in representing the interests of ALST where it mattered; and Nancy has already made her presence felt 

in her very effective  advocacy of our program interests. 

The start of this academic year, like the previous one, was challenging for the ALST program because we lost our Ad-

ministrative Assistant just before classes began. However, with the support of Nancy Ries, we (and PCON) completed a 

search in very short order, which permits me to welcome Stacy Wurz as our new AA. We also welcome Jamie Gagliano 

as our new Program Assistant. Jamie is one our own having graduated last May with High Honors in Latin American 

Studies. Together with April Baptiste, who this year has replaced Kezia Page as Caribbean Studies coordinator, our ad-

ministrative team has undergone important changes. 

Notwithstanding those personnel changes, ALST has kicked off the academic year in fine style. Our flagship events were 

ALST Day and the WEB and Shirley Graham Du Bois lecture, both held on October 6. Our Du Bois speaker was Professor 
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Professor Mary Moran 

ALST 290: Model African Union in Washington DC 

ALST 380: Movements for Social Justice in South Africa  

(Summer 2014, 2015 & 2017) 

Professor of Anthropology and Africana & Latin American Studies 
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Land that we love 
I've felt the weight of having to define you in one word for audiences that don’t have the time or desire to get 
to know you deeply I must  
“paraphrase” 
All I saw, all I tasted, all that was and is to come  
That work is impossible. 
In order to define you I'd have to tell the story of my mother  
Who has cradled me from the day I was born  
Till the day I left to find you  
A journey she couldn't make with me because of our 
"low-income" 
I made this journey so people wouldn't say the same things of me. I have to show that what I am studying 
matters in the real world so I take an  
 "internship" 
I grasp on to these new opportunities so I can be made into something more, so I can tell a different story, a 
better one for my  
“family” 
Yet the story that means most to me is the one that I know.   
It was Fatoumata’s story 
Familiar not because I have lived her life or she mine but because the sound that painful memories make as 
they get caught in the throat  
something like a stammer,  
an attempt to give history new life through careful arrangement of words that don’t adequately speak to 
memory, 
echoes in my daily encounters with  
“trauma” 
It was my own 
The passing of time makes devastation seem distant but we still know what loss is supposed to feel like. 
We are engaged in a continual process of  
“remembering”  
She cleared her throat, and told me more. Not because I needed or asked her to but because this was some-
thing she needed to believe in. She trusted me enough to comprehend the language of her  
“healing”  
It was as much for us as it was for her. I didn’t realize how much I needed this encounter and how ill-prepared I 
was for it. In many ways it showed me that  people still need each other on a human level. It showed me that 
although we are not taught in the classroom, we still need to learn how to  
“love”  
it is a process that just like my experience in Sierra Leone, cannot be captured in one word phrases or snippets 
of attention  
It is full. It requires commitment. it is imperfect and it is never “finished” 
it is never finished. To be continued.. 

Sharon Nicol ‘17 

Africana & Latin American Studies: African Studies Concentration; 

 Peace &Conflict Studies 

Completed a Lampert Fellowship in Sierra Leone
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     Like every child, I hated cleaning up after myself. My grandmother, 
Bibi, incessantly talked about cleaning my room, helping out with the 
dishes and watering the garden, but for all her admonishing I turned a 
deaf ear. I didn’t understand why she insisted that I do the chores while we had two house helps. Now, 
it’s important that you realize that I come from a middle income household in Tanzania, where it’s 
quite normal to hire house help. My siblings and I led active childhoods and our house was considerably 
large which demanded that we get two house helps. “Outsiders can never clean your house as well as 
you could,” Bibi would tell me as I stood in front of the kitchen sink with a sullen expression. “You need 
to learn to do this because who will clean when the help leaves?” A roll of the eyes would probably fol-
low this statement. This summer I was taken back to these exchanges I had with Bibi almost 15 years 
ago. I had the immense opportunity of working with the Lampert Institute to investigate the challenges 
involved in standardizing traditional medicine in Tanzania. I conducted interviews with healers in the 
capital city of Dar Es Salaam and in rural Babati. During one of these interviews, I was lucky enough to 
have met Babu Selemani who is a herbalist in the town of Babati. I suspect that the only reason he had 
acquiesced to meet with me was because he was curious as to why I was interested on the subject 
matter. This was reaffirmed as the interview drew to a conclusion and he proceeded to ask me about 
my education and future plans. “What do you study kwa mzungu (white man)?” “Do you want the heal-
ing powers?” “Will you come back after graduation?” “I was studying to prepare me for work in the 
hospital system in Africa. No, thank you for offering. And I don’t know yet if I’ll come back after gradua-
tion.” He chuckled at my indecision and said, “You don’t move to the neighbor’s house because your 
house is dirty. You have to stay in your home and clean it, even if the neighbor will come help you.”  

Maria Dorin Shayo ‘17 

Africana & Latin American Studies: African Studies Concentration; 

Natural Sciences 

Completed a Lampert Fellowship in Tanzania 
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Beyond the Colgate Classroom 

AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES  
The African American experience in the United States has been the result of a complex history spanning  
almost four hundred years centered on enslavement, racial violence, segregation, and discrimination. This  
concentration not only focuses on African Americans’ resistance to those manifest injustices, but it also  
examines their significant contributions to the economy, society, and culture of the United States, as well as their 
achievements in politics, education, art, science, and in the economy. Some of the major themes  
studied are slavery and abolition; the politics of race and racism; black leadership, the civil rights movement, and the 
continuing struggle for social justice; as well as social and cultural phenomena like the Harlem  
Renaissance and the rise of a black middle class.  
 
In Fall of 2017. Professor Mark Stern  will be leading a Study Group to Philadelphia, which may be of particular interest 
to African American Studies students. 
 
Outside the classroom our majors and minors are involved in student groups including Brothers, Sisters of the Round 

ALST 202A Intro to African American Studies C. BANNER-HALEY MW 245 400 208 ALUMNI 

ALST/POSC 212 
AX Politics of Race  and Ethnicity N. MOORE MW 245 400 
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Jabari Ajao ‘18 

Africana & Latin American Studies Major: 

African American Concentration 

 

you ever have to 

strain 

your neck 

to see 

yourself 

in a place like 

this? 

 

 

-This is an essay by one of the few black males in the class of 2018, 

on why he considers it valuable to have the opportunity to go abroad 

to Jamaica and study in a country where he is one of many. where he 

can learn that black professors can teach. calculus. chemistry. world 

history. french. yoruba. the history of black knights in the 14th 

century. and other things that he can’t ever learn here. 
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The students had a memorable experience as can be seen from the following quotes from some of the  
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Beyond the Colgate Classroom 

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES 
Latin America has a complex history, a variety of cultures and political systems, a literature of international stature, and an 
important place in world affairs. The ALST Latin American concentration offers students the opportunity to undertake a com-
parative and interdisciplinary study of Latin American society and culture, drawing from such disciplines as anthropology, ar-
chaeology, art history, geography, history, literature and literary criticism, political science, & music.  

ALST/HIST 
327 AX 

Dictatorship and Democracy in the  
Caribbean B. MOORE TR 245 400 331 ALUMNI 

ALST/ANTH 
357 AX Indigenous Politics in Latin America M. BIGENHO MW 245 400 209 ALUMNI 

ANTH/ARTS 249AX Art/Architecture-Ancient Americans C. LORENZ MWF 1120 1210 111 ALUMNI 

ARTS 233A Arts and Politics in Latin America C. MAROJA TR 955 1110 207 LITTLE 

CORE 158C A Puerto Rico D. BARRETO TR 955 1110 CULT SEM 

CORE 160C A Latin America T. BALLVE MW 120 235 109 ALUMNI 

CORE 160C B Latin America G. DUCLOS MWF 1020 1110 107 ALUMNI 

CORE 171C A Mexico K. DE LUCIA MWF 820 910 109 ALUMNI 

CORE 177C A Peru C. ZEGARRA MWF 1120 1210 220 LAWRENCE 

CORE 193C A Brazil H. ROLLER TR 830 945 110 ALUMNI 

CORE 198C A Cuba L. KLUGHERZ 
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Concentration Requirements 

Honors: The semester before you enroll for honors project, you need to discuss your project with the director of ALST, 

write a proposal, and contact a faculty member who would advise you in your project (and become your adviser). You 

also need to find a second reader for your honors thesis. 

Major (9 courses) 

  African Studies 
African American 

Studies 
Caribbean Studies 

Latin American  

Studies 

1 Intro Course 
ALST 201/CORE 161 

Africa 

ALST 202  

Introduction to African 

American Studies 

ALST 203/CORE 163 

Caribbean  

ALST 230  

Introduction to  

Latin American Studies 

1 Required 

Course 
ALST 220 : The Black Diaspora  

SPAN 345 or SPAN 355 

OR language equivalent 

1 Methodology 

Course 
ALST 301: Interdisciplinary Methodology OR other approved  methodology course 

1 ALST Course  200 or 300 level or CORE CI course from another section of the ALST program 

4 Elective 

Courses 
4 Electives - 2 courses must be 300-level or higher 

1 Seminar 

Course 
ALST 480 : Issues & Trends in Africana & Latin American Studies OR  approved senior seminar 

Minor (6 courses) 

  African Studies 
African American 

Studies 
Caribbean Studies 

Latin American  

Studies 

1 Intro Course 
ALST 201/CORE 161 

Africa 

ALST 202  

Introduction to  

African American Stud-

ies 

ALST 203/CORE 163 

Caribbean  

ALST 230  

Introduction to  

Latin American Studies 

1 Required 

Course 
ALST 220 - The Black Diaspora  

SPAN 345 or SPAN 355 

OR language equivalent 

4 Elective 

Courses 
4 Electives - 2 courses must be 300-level
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AFRICANA & LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES 


